[Cognitive evoked potentials in children: normal and abnormal development].
The first part of this review on event-related potentials (ERPs) in children summarizes the role of ERPs in the study of normal cognitive development. The ERPs vary both as a function of the age of the child and also as a function of the cognitive processes that are required by the tasks. Topographical studies allow one to identify cortical regions involved in specific cognitive processes, and monitor their age-related changes. The second part of this paper reviews two examples of abnormal cognitive development (attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and childhood autism) where the ERPs allow a better understanding of the dysfunction underlying the observed cognitive disorders.